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Effective 1 March 2007






Instructor:  
Chuck Gbur, MD







  

       


SSI AOWI #26640

Welcome to SSI’s and Aqua Hut’s Open Water Certification class.  Successful completion of this course will lead to certification as an open water diver and included specialty certification in Enriched Air Nitrox and computer diving.  This letter will help you to prepare for the course and also outline the requirements you will need to meet in order to be awarded your C card.

Equipment and Fee’s
The cost for the course is $275.00, which includes classroom and pool instruction, pool fee’s, and equipment rental.  In addition, you will be required to purchase textbooks for the course.  The open water diver kit is $75.00 with the DVD, and $50.00 without.  I can loan you the DVD to view, but it must be returned to me or you will be charged for it.  You will also need to purchase the Nitrox (EAN) book for $40.00.  Both of these can be purchased at Aqua Hut on Reynolds Road.  The above fee also does not include the cost of certification cards, each card is $35.00.  The card fee’s are typically waived if you purchase your equipment (buoyancy compensator and regulator) from Aqua Hut prior to completing the class.   You will need to buy mask, fins, snorkel and booties.  The cost typically will range between $180.00 to $330.00.  I will help you select your equipment prior to the first pool session.  You will also have the opportunity to try different pieces of the equipment in the pool prior to making your final purchase. Please do not purchase any equipment without discussing it with me.  I can help you select the equipment which is best for you and the type of diving you plan to do.
Bookwork

Please plan on reading all books and completing the questions at the end of each chapter prior to the first pool session.  All answers should be transferred to the SSI answer sheets.  

Pool Sessions 
There will be 3 scheduled pool sessions.  During our first meeting, we will complete all required paperwork and review sections 1 through 3 of the open water manual.  We will then go over equipment set up and finally get wet for the first time.  During the second pool session we will cover section 4 through 6 of the OWD manual and the entire Nitrox manual.  We will practice pool skills and work on buoyancy control.  The final pool session will be to practice all skills and to complete the examinations.  If any additional pool time is required, students may make individual arrangements with Aqua Hut to come in on their own.  
Check Out Dives

The fee for open water checkout dives is $60.00, which includes tanks and weights.  Check out dives are normally held at Whitestar Quarry, although this is subject to change.  White star charges each diver $10.00 a day to dive.  Air fills are $7.00.  This will typically be done over a weekend and require a short dive for evaluation of skills and then 2 dives each day.  Information and directions to Whitestar quarry can be found at www.scpd-parks.org/whitestar.htm.  Gilboa quarry information can be found at www.divegilboa.com.  Once all requirements are met, your cards will be issued in 2-3 weeks.  All C cards will be shipped directly to the dive shop from SSI Headquarters.  You can pick them up at the shop.
Continuing you Diving Education
Completion of this course is your first step leading to a life long adventure diving.  During the course, I will introduce several techniques used in the advanced specialty courses as well as the Technical Extended Range courses.  Diving., like anything else in life has some risk associated with it.  Experience and advanced courses will allow you to minimize these risks while expanding the environments that you can enjoy diving.  I truly believe that the better educated you are, the better diver you will become and the risk faced will be minimized as much as possible.  This is one reason that I do not teach open water diving without Nitrox.  The following page lists the classes that I offer, along with associated fees.  If you would like to discuss the training pathway that is best for you, please don’t hesitate to ask me.  Also, check out www.aqua-hut.com to plan your first dive vacation with our group trips in an exotic and warm destination.

Technical Extended Range Courses

Advanced Nitrox







$400.00

Technical Foundations Upgrade





$300.00

Advanced Nitrox/Technical Foundations Combo



$550.00

Decompression Procedures






$450.00

Normoxic Trimix







$900.00

Advanced Decompression Procedures




$400.00

Deco/Advanced Deco/Trimix Combo




$1,475.00

XTR Student book







$170.00

Technical Extended Range Preparatory Courses
Open Water Diver with computer and Nitrox certification


$275.00

Master Diver 1 (Stress rescue, deep and navigation training)

$375.00


Designed to follow open water course above

Master Diver 2 (Master Diver 1 plus Nitrox and computer diver)

$450.00


Designed for those student with basic OWD certification only

Master Diver 1 and Advanced Nitrox





$675.00

Master Diver 1 and Advanced Nitrox/Technical Foundations Combo
$800.00

Master Diver 2 and Advanced Nitrox/Technical Foundations Combo
$875.00

Notes:

1)  Fee’s do not included associated c-card registration ($35.00 per card), quarry fee ($10.00 per day), and books

2)  Mask, fins, and snorkel required for Open water certification.  For all other courses, students will be required to have all required equipment which needs to be approved by instructors prior to starting classes.
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